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First (Scots)
Presbyterian 
Church 
Charleston, SC 

The First (Scots)  
Presbyterian Church 
was built in 1814.  
Work with Cummings & 
McCrady on the build-
ing originally grew out 
of the church’s interest 
in installing a ring of 
change ringing bells.  
The towers proved poor 
candidates for handling 
the lateral load and 
funds were diverted to 
repair severely deterio-
rated trusses.  A single 
slow swinging bell was 
installed as a replace-
ment for the one that 
was melted down for 
cannon in 1861. 
 
Additional recent  
structural work has  
included seismic 
strengthening. 

Trusses over the portico had com-
pletely deteriorated.  Only redun-
dant joists had prevented collapse.  
New truss sister members are 
seen here. 

A slow swinging bell, cast in 1814 in 
England, replaced the bell that was 
melted down for the War between 
the States. 

Seismic strengthening involved tying 
the towers together and tying the 

chancel arch wall to prevent further 
opening of cracks. 

The actual installation of the bell in 
the north tower proved particularly 
interesting. 


