Walker Hall

At the South Carolina School
for the Deaf and the Blind
Spartanburg, SC

Walker Hall, 1848, is
the signature building
for the South Carolina
School for the Deaf and
the Blind. The 2001-
2003 renovation was a
roughly $10 million pro-
ject.

Structural  work in-
cluded the addition of
new stair towers,
strengthening of many
structural systems for
upgraded uses, re-
placement of a lower
level structural frame
that supports the floors
above, and seismic
strengthening of the
building.
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Trusses supporting a skylight over
the atrium required special study.
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Tying of existing floor dia-
phragms to both the interior and
exterior masonry walls provides
seismic strengthening and struc-
tural redundancy.

Timber trusses over the 1925 audito-
rium require lateral bracing at the

connections.



