Grace Episcopal
Church

Charleston, SC

Grace Church (1848)
was an early example
of Gothic Revival work
which came out of the
Oxford Movement.

Previous work with
Cummings & McCrady
has included Hurricane
Hugo repairs and the
addition of a bell tower
and columbarium.

Current structural work
is an extensive study of
the original tower, fo-
cusing on both the on-
going movement of the
tower and the stability
of the masonry support-
ing the spire.
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Inverted arches have not sufficiently
spread loads to prevent settlement.

Horizontal cracking in the top of the
tower is indicative of spreading of
the arched pendentives.

Soil borings taken within the
church have determined that the
church was built on extremely poor
soil.

Foundation investigation has deter-
mined that the tower was built di-
rectly on earth, without foundations.



